i88                          THE  PARSIS

Thus the Honover begins :

athdu I'eryo thare tose sade chide chavanghoise dezda manengho.
To chant the original:

yatha ahu vairyo atha ratush ashat chit
hacha vangheush dazda manangho

would apparently leave the ethereal plane unresponsive.1

The use of modern scientific terminology is a strong point
with these ingenious defenders of survivals. An able and
high-minded scholar discovers a primitive purpose to create
c pyro-electricityJ in a part of the ritual.

There can be no other meaning in the officiating divine touching the
edge of the fire-altar with the fire-spoon after having established
contact with the other priest or priests by holding one another's hands,
and also in his touching with that spoon, so charged, the vessels con-
taining the consecrated things. Even though the principle may have
been forgotten now, the practice clearly points to a thermo-electriza-
tion.2

It does not seem possible to convince really serious men like
this that they are confounding the two great categories of
Material and Spiritual, on which Zarathushtra laid such stress.
If Evil can be destroyed by a * thermo-electric current', Evil is
purely material, and the measures we take against it are all of
the same order as our putting disinfectants down an offensive
drain. Spirituality has small chance of surviving long the
enthronement of such a method. How far physical science
will respond to this touching confidence, we must leave to the
experts to determine. Western doctors have probably not
examined the beneficial effects of a thermo-electric current
communicated to a ring of expectants, linked as for cAuld
Lang Syne', and attached to a poker held on the hob of the
fire. It is hoped that after this hint they will give so promising
a therapeutic method the attention it deserves.

* Ib., p. 345.

2 Aerfiatastan and Nirangastan. Translated by S. J. Bulsara, M.A.
(Bombay, 1915). Preface, R.X. Ziv, note.